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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
2008
22nd/23rd/24th August
at Liscombe Park, Wing, Bucks. LU7 0JL

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME
Hello and welcome to the Polocrosse National Championships 2008!
So, the National Championships are on us once again!

The 2008 Season seems to have flown past, but at least it has been a lot drier that 2007 [and hopefully it will remain that way for Nationals!].

This season has seen some excellent Test Matches against the Australian World Champions [which unfortunately they won], as well as some brilliant domestic play.

This season has also seen a return to clubs favoring home-grown talent. We have not seen the influx of overseas players that has been common in the last few years. This is due to two main reasons, firstly the success of the UK Team at the World Cup 2007 has meant that people have realised that the top UK players are as good as [if not better than] their foreign counterparts and also due to the ‘credit crunch’. In these cash-strapped days, Clubs cannot justify the large wage bills and high costs involved in importing foreign players.
As a result of this, the UK National Championships will this year be a truly British affair. In the A Division Kent Target seem unlikely to defend their title, and so it would seem there could well be a re-match of the 2005 and 2006 finals, which saw Highlanders versus Arden. On both occasions Highlanders emerged victorious, but maybe it could be third time lucky for Arden in 2008. Or perhaps one of the ‘outsiders’ – Pennine, Welsh Dragons, Crusaders or the Highlanders second team might cause an upset!
The B Division was last year won by Arden, but this year it has mainly been dominated by Kent Target, and it seems likely they might be crowned National Champions in this division, though there are a number of clubs that could challenge them, including Pennine, Arden and Welsh Dragons.

2007 saw the Solent as the C Division winners, crowning an excellent first season for them. Although, with the criticism leveled at ‘Super 8s’ organization, and the probable different layout of divisions, who knows what division Solent will be in this year.

C division is likely to be a wide open affair, but the big clubs, such as Kent Target, Pennine and Arden, are guaranteed to have strong teams out and it could well be one of these three who lifts the title.

D Division last year also went to Solent and they could repeat this feat, but are likely to face tough challenges from all the big clubs and also, potentially, from Centaur.

With new layout, we may well see an E Division this year.

The Junior title last year went to a very strong Kent Target side, but so far this season the most junior wins have gone to Pennine, and they will be going all out to add a Nationals title [with 3 teams in this division!], although they will be hard pressed by strong teams from Arden, Celyn and Kent Target.
Pennine are also hot favorites in the Primary Junior Division, where they have performed very consistently all season. Arden are the most likely to run them close, as they have finished second a number of times this year. Also, watch out for a few surprises from elsewhere.

Of course, in addition to the Polocrosse, there is the Sunday night party to look forward to, when everyone can relax knowing that no one has to be up at 8am to play or umpire.

This year there is an extra treat in the form of a ‘Slave Auction’, in aid of the Air Ambulance. So be sure to bring plenty of money along so that you can give it all away to a very worthy cause!

With all this to look forward to, the National Championships promise to be an excellent occasion, with polocrosse of the highest standard being played and, most importantly of all, a lot of people having a lot of fun! 
The very best of luck to all of you; may your shots be straight, your tackles firm and your bounces true!
Iain Heaton

2008
U.K.P.A. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008      TOURNAMENT OFFICIALS

UKPA Chairman                                          Dave Brookes

UKPA/Tournament Umpire                         Hamish Michael
Tournament Operations                               Gail King 

Tournament Secretary                                 Sue Brookes

Tournament Continuity                               Jonathan Beckerlegge [by popular request]
Tournament Arbitration Committee            Jeff Parr [Chairman], Hamish Michael,

                                                                     Sue Brookes [Sec], Martin Brookes, Alex Bull
                                                                     Jessica Shearing, Julian Smith
Scorer                                                           Neville Riley

Parade of Competitors                                 Julian Smith, Jonathan Beckerlegge

Safety Officer                                              Lorraine Foley, Julian Smith                          
Paramedics                                                   Med Event UK Ltd.
UKPA Horse Welfare Officer                    Mark Simkin & Shelley King                     
Veterinary liaison Officer                           Kirstin Brookes
Vet [on site throughout]                              Stephanie Ellis
Farrier [on site throughout]

Photographer                                               Action Shots [www.actionshots.me.uk]

Field Controllers  RED                                North                         
                             YELLOW                       Midland                
                              BLUE                             Wales               
                              GREEN                          South
Tournament Rules and Code of Conduct
See 2008 UKPA Year Book

NO movement of vehicles will be permitted after dark.
DOGS MUST BE KEPT ON LEADS AT ALL TIMES WITHIN PLAYING AREAS
Failure to comply will result in owner and dog being invited to leave site.

No BYO alcohol is permitted in the marquee area.
Please dispose of muck and rubbish in the designated areas.

Within your designated Club Camping area, YOU are responsible for considerate pen sizes, ensuring ALL pens are electrified as required by UKPA safety rules, ALL safety issues regarding access, behaviour & penning, leaving the area clean when you depart site.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
The organizers of this event have taken reasonable precautions to ensure the health and safety of everyone present.

For these measures to be effective, everyone must take reasonable precautions to avoid and prevent accidents occurring and must obey the instructions of the Organisers and all Officials and Stewards.

Failure to do so may lead to expulsion from the site.

LEGAL LIABILITY
Horse riding is a dangerous sport. All participants, whether riders, officials or spectators, do so at their own risk. All persons are requested to exercise the utmost care when attending events.
The UKPA, its officers, members and agents accept no responsibility for any accident,  loss, damage, injury or illness to persons, animals, property, land, cars, their contents and accessories,  howsoever caused.
The UKPA would like to thank NFU Mutual for their generous and continued support.
Prizes for the 2008 Tournament have kindly been sponsored by:

· Action Shots Photography

· Bombers Equestrian Equipment
· NFU Mutual

· HKM Sport Equipment
· RHDS Archiving and Storage Solutions

· Australian Stock Horses

· Denne’s Country Stores
· Carr Day & Martin
· Neo-Ice

· Highlanders Polocrosse Club

· Joules

Many thanks to all of our Sponsors.

Many thanks to Liscombe Park  Polocrosse Club for provision and preparation of the venue and facilities.

2008 Awards
Winners and Runners-up in all Divisions

All places in Primary Junior Division

Best 1, 2 & 3 in each division

Best Horse in each division – Rug sponsored by HKM Sport Equipment

                                                & framed photograph sponsored by Action
                                                Shots photography

Best Horse of the Tournament – presented in Memory of Miss Muffett

                                                    by Penny and Jason Webb

Best Veteran Horse – presented in Memory of Flecha

                                   by the Stansfield family

2008 Test Matches – UK v Australia

Awards will be presented for Best Ladies Horse & Best Men’s Horse
[selected by Australian Team]
We hope everyone has a happy, enjoyable and safe Nationals Tournament.

Please ‘do your bit’ to make this a good Nationals for everyone.

Visitors will be on site during the event, please make them welcome and extol the virtues of the great game of Polocrosse.

2007 Nationals Results
A Division Winners        Kent Target
Runners up                       Highlander Warriors
A Plate Winners             Welsh Dragons
Runners up                       Pennine
B Division Winners        Arden
Runners up                        Welsh Dragons
B Plate Winners             Welsh Dragons

Runners up                       Pennine/Pendle Wildcats
C Division Winners        Solent
Runners up                        Celyn 
D Division Winners       Solent
Runners up                       Arden
Junior Div Winners       Kent Target

Runners up                       Centaur
Primary Juniors Div

Winners                          Pennine
Runners up                      Kent Target
On-site photographer – taking team photos, action photos and photos of the Presentation.

Action Shots Photography [Richard and Sharon Birtles] – Sponsors of Best Horse Prize

www.actionshots.me.uk
Trade Stands - Lots on site throughout the weekend. Please take time to look around and support their generosity.       
‘Pimms facility’ –Open at every opportunity, and staffed by our own delightful young ladies, whose sole purpose is to please and entertain!

Proceeds to Squad Tour Fund.              

2008 NATIONALS – Programme of Events
FRIDAY 22nd     9am
 There  will be an Umpires Briefing/Refresher Course in the Marquee. 

 ALL UMPIRES MUST attend, it will only take around 10 minutes.
[ALL Umpires must attend the refresher course every two years, or take the whole course again. The Refresher course covers any rule changes and clarifies any problems that have arisen during the present year.]
FRIDAY 22nd
Collect your pre-booked meal tickets for Saturday’s evening meal from Tournament Secretary.
11.30am     GRAND PARADE OF ALL COMPETITORS
                      [ALL tails to be plaited; manes to be hogged/plaited if possible.]

Noon          Tournament briefing

12.30 PLAY COMMENCES

‘Pimms Tent’ open all afternoon

Catering open all day        
Bar open in the evening [closing at Mid-night]
SATURDAY 23rd
8am            PLAY RECOMMENCES
                       Catering available throughout the day [Very early until very late!]

                       ‘Pimms Tent’ open all afternoon.

                       Trade Stands open all day.

EVENING – Meal [pre-booked/paid tickets only].

                         Entertainment in the marquee [no BYO alcohol to be brought in]

                         Bar open all evening [closing at midnight]
SUNDAY 24th
8.00am       PLAY RECOMMENCES
                   ‘Pimms Tent’ open all day.
                      Catering – as Saturday

                      Trade Stands open all day.

4.30pm approx PRESENTATION
                   [ALL players in Club colours, PLEASE]

EVENING – ‘SLAVE AUCTION’ PROCEEDS IN AID OF AIR AMBULANCE
                    Disco/Party in the marquee ‘til late.
ORGANISATION OF PLAY
	UMPIRES  MUST be as named on the Order of Play

Umpires must be appropriately dressed [as per players]
Substitutions  By completing the appropriate form, which must be signed by the Chief

                        Umpire/Regional Umpire and lodged with the Tournament Secretary at

                        least 1 hour before the relevant game.

Penalty       If the named Umpire is more than 15 minutes late for their

                   Umpiring duty, he/she will be excluded from play for the 

                   First chukka of his/her next game.
                       Failure to attend the game, resulting in a substitute Umpire having to be

                       Used, will ALSO incur a fine of £25 to the Club concerned.


AT ALL TIMES WHEN MOUNTED – suitable footwear must be worn [no trainers or wellies] and approved helmets, with chin straps fastened.

Players riding whilst under the influence of alcohol – Anyone considered to be under the influence of alcohol will not be allowed to play. The UKPA reserves the right, before play, to randomly select a given number of people for testing. 

Studs – random checks of studs will be made throughout the tournament [see UKPA website www.polocrosse.org.uk for details of permitted studs]. Anyone using incorrect studs will be asked to leave the field and remove/replace them. Play will continue, and time will not be held for removal of studs.

2008 Hat Tags – will be checked at the beginning of each game [and random checks made throughout the tournament]. Anyone not having their hat tagged correctly will be asked to leave the field and not permitted to return until hat is checked and tagged. Play will continue, and time will not be held whilst hat is being checked and tagged.
Play organization
Due to apparent dissatisfaction with Super 8 system of play, play has been organized in relation to gradings of teams entered, resulting in

Grading bands:

A  division            71+   

B division             46 – 70

C division             22 – 45

D division             11 -  21

E division               0 -  10

A division 5 teams will play a Round Robin [4 games each]

[Pennine  will not play on Friday]

Arden [88 points]                                                       Highlander Warriors [88 points]
Rob Jenkinson                                                              Martin Brookes

Greg Sargeant                                                               Guy Robertson

Hamish Michael                                                            James Robertson

Dan Duhig                                                                     James Davidson

Sophie Lodder                                                              Jono Keen

Brad Clark                                                                    Sarah Simkin

Pennine [77 points]                                                    Welsh Dragons [74 points]
Jason Webb                                                                  Jessica Shearing
Sam Marsh                                                                   Attie van Wyk

Joel Sics                                                                       Nico van Wyk

Oscar Harding                                                              Osha Williams

Sam Sics                                                                       Annie Waterer

Jessee Kereopa                                                             Charlie Wright-Roberts

Highlander Outlaws [73]
Charlotte Pykett

Ruth Jones
Tom Simkin

Anna Robertson

Lucy Shell

Debbie Harris

B division 5 teams will play a Round Robin [4 games each]

[Arden will not play on Friday]

Northern Lions Crusaders [66 points]                 Kent Marauders [60 points]

Alex Bull                                                                  Kim Lampard

Dean Chappelle                                                        Mike Turner

Richard Bezzant                                                        Kerry Bean

Elliott Gloyn                                                             Penny Webb

Beth Peaker                                                              Wayne Henning

Nigel Smith                                                               Tom Witchell

Arden [55 points]                                                   Pennine [50 points]

Richard Chapple                                                       Claudia Richardson

Sophie Phillips                                                          Sarah Dernie

Simon Paynter                                                           Bryony Cross

Agi Duhig                                                                  Vicki Metcalfe

Chris James                                                                Rhianydd Lee-Jones

Tor Phillips                                                                Alex Richardson

Welsh Dragons [48 points]
Caroline Kelly

Ryan Mee

Laura Scott

Lewis Parr

Matt Hale

Ben Jeffries

C division 6 teams [2 Pools of 3 teams; each to play a Round Robin, followed by play-offs]

Pool 1 Kent Corsairs    Western Phoenix          Welsh Dragons

[Welsh Dragons will not play on Friday]

Pool 2 Celyn                 Arden                            Kent Archers

[Kent Archers will not play on Friday]

Kent Corsairs [37 points]                                   Celyn [33 points]
Ollie Harwood                                                       Barry Amor

Nicki Robinson                                                      Chris Illingworth

Will Halcrow                                                         John Marsland

Sammy Rowden                                                    Amy Miller

Tom Beney                                                            Rosie Pearce

Nigel Lackford                                                      Annemieke Mitchell

Kent Archers [30 points]                                    Welsh Dragons [28 points]

Richard Felce                                                         Amy Proctor-Nicholls

Clara Smith                                                            Will Arnold

Ben Marsh                                                              Gini Katirai

Lizzie Felce                                                            Llewellyn Harrison

Hazel Wilson                                                          Jane Venworth

Naomi Pearce                                                         Iain Heaton

Arden [27 points]                                                Western Phoenix [27 points]

George Wilson-Fitzgerald                                     Nick Foley

Sophie Harding                                                      Livvy Foley

Gabby Ward                                                           Alice Humphrey

Hannah Oliver-Burn                                              Neil Smith

Liz Newell                                                             Martin Verhagen
Chris Milburn                                                        Karen Smith

D division6 teams [2 Pools of 3 teams; each to play a Round Robin, followed by play-offs]

Pool 1 Pennine            Western Phoenix              Kent Pirates

[Kent Pirates will not play on Friday]

Pool 2 Solent Titans    Celyn/Pendle Wildcats     Centaur

[Centaur will not play on Friday]

Pennine [21 points]                                            Solent Titans [21 points]

Pete Wherrett                                                       Jess Fagot

Carmen Harland                                                   Kathy Hopkins

Natalie Gelley                                                      Richard Balmforth

Tom Kitchen-Dunn                                              Dan Kelly

Beccy Stansfield                                                  Ally Kelly

Beccy Rowley                                                      Heather Kelly

Kent Pirates [21 points]                                     Centaur [20 points]

Tom Bowden-Eyre                                               Dom Northmore

Peter Fielden                                                         Karen Vining

Katie Marsh                                                          Emma Rogers

Rachel Imber                                                        Emily Newbrook

Ashley Meek                                                        Caroline Northmore

Tania Turner                                                         Steph Metcalfe
Celyn/Pendle Wildcats [19 points]                   Western Phoenix [16 points]

Jeanette Mitchell                                                  Jackie Nickless

Charlotte Marsland                                              Sue Foulds

Mischa Painter                                                     Mick Foulds

Margaret Bradley                                                 Lizzy Verhagen

Zoe Irons                                                              Matthew Smith

Jo Witherwick                                                      Dennis Hill

E division 4 teams [will play a Round Robin; 1 game each day]

Highlander Vixens/Arden  [10 points]              Solent Sharks [8 points]

Dawn Goodfellow                                                 Joe Hopkins

Sarah Shell                                                            Katerine Forrest

Frances Duhig                                                       Clive Kirby

Tim James                                                             Kev Fagot

Gill James                                                              Hannah Fletcher

James Hiatt                                                            Jane Fookes

Western Phoenix/Solent [5 points]                    Kent Arrows [5 points]

Alex Verhagen                                                      George Harding

Hazel Heaton                                                         Joe Marsh

Katie Howe                                                            Becky Shaw

Charlotte McSorley                                                Gemma Stacey

Julie Higginbottom                                                 Chris Lampard

Caroline Biggin                                                      Oliver Halcrow
Junior division 5 teams will play a Round Robin [4 games each]

[Pennine Trojans will not play on Friday]

Arden                                                                  Pennine Athenians

Lou Cornforth                                                      Mika Maguire

Ashleigh Burbidge                                               Thea Lyod-Jones

Jess Hunt                                                              Jade Dunn

Leyla Henshaw                                                    Rebecca Caygill

Sarah Newell                                                       Ross Williams

Dave Baker                                                          Ceri Williams

Celyn                                                                   Pennine Spartans

Amy Hughes                                                        Jonathan Swift

Laura Hughes                                                      Emily Gilfillan

Rosie Miller                                                         Suki-Jo Whitehouse

Olivia Miller                                                        Alex Rowley

Simon Amor                                                        James Stansfield

Libby Tyler                                                          Edward Kitchen-Dunn

Pennine Trojans

Rosie Townend

Katy Wise

Guy Harland

Beth Scott

Louise Chappell

Morgan Griffiths

Primary Junior division 3 sections; will play each other twice [4 games each]

Centaur Spirit                                                Arden

Katie Newbrook                                               Amy Harper

Victoria Balmforth                                           Alice Zawoda

Josie Cameron                                                  Bertie Cornforth

Pennine

Max Pedley

Katy Kitchen-Dunn

Stuart Dyson
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