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Hi Everyone 

Welcome to your first newsletter of 2008!

We have lots to tell you, and welcome any input from any of you members, so if you have any news at all then send to gail4polox@hotmail.com 

I am not sure how often you will get a newsletter, but we are planning to email them out on a regular basis.

All regions can be congratulated in contributing to the production of the promotional Polocrosse DVD, that Jason Webb has worked on, and we are now in possession of several copies!  As it is not easy to promote polocrosse in the winter months, it is anticipated the regions will be having a huge promotional drive now Xmas is over.  So get in touch with your Regional Representative to see how you can help, they are;

North

Gail King

gail4polox@hotmail.com
South

Wayne Henning
kmcgurk@btinternet.com
East

Jackie Nickless
jackie.nickless@cofunds.co.uk
Midlands
Kelley Newbrook
newbrook@redbrickbarn.freeserve.co.uk
Wales

Mark Simkin

mark.simkin@wcoh.ac.uk
Did someone ask what do the regions do?

The regional committee should mirror that of the UKPA Executive, and are responsible for the following;

Promoting the sport in their region

Arranging tournaments

Arranging training days and camps

Booking facilities

Arranging Coaching sessions

Arranging Coaching courses, and providing Accredited Coaches

Arranging Umpire courses, and providing Accredited Umpires

Accommodating Overseas Tours, and Test Series

Liasing with Pony Club

Ensuring members are kept up to date with information from the Executive by liasing with the  

    







 clubs and members in their region.

Look for new venues

Health and Safety

Child protection

Ensuring the regions stay financially viable


NEWS FLASH!

UKPA Ball.  It looks like Caroline Shearing will be organising this years’ ball again, so watch this space for the date.

CONGRATULATIONS  go to Chris Hammond’s, who joined the army last December.  Chris got his wish and joined the Household Cavalry, of which he passed out with flying colours. Last October.

Chris can now be spotted on guard outside Whitehall, so if you are in London, give him a prod and see if you get a smile out of him!

On a serious note Chris has got the Household Cavalry interested in playing polocrosse, so keep your fingers crossed.

CAROLINE KELLY has done a terrific job redesigning our website, take a look on www.polocrosse.org.uk
Don’t forget this is your website, where you will find all the up to date information!



WEDDING BELLS 2008!

Martin and Kirstin will tie the knot on April 3rd.

Wayne Henning is getting hitched on 21st June and

Shelley and Charlie on the 26th September.


Easter Training Weekend at Bawtry, March 22nd/23rd

Offering training from the ‘Best of the Best’

We are currently negotiating with the UKPA ‘Open Squad’ to provide the training at our first event of the season in the North.

Come and be trained by some of our ‘World Cup’ stars!  Put the date in your diary and watch this newsletter for further details.

How about a trip to the USA in September/October 2008?

The UKPA has received an invitation from the American Polocrosse Association

To send a ‘Presidential Team’ to the USA at the end of our 2008 season, for around 10days.

The APA states the aim of the tour is “to attempt to spread their base of international potentials, and to see which of them has the drive to make focused competitors”. They are requesting “strong competition, but not the best of the best”.

If you feel you ‘fit the bill’ and you are interested in being considered for the trip, 

Contact:

Dave Brookes                                       davesue_brookes@hotmail.com

UKPA Chairman

Grove House Farm 

Main Road

Wharncliffe Side

Sheffield

S35 0DQ

Tel:07802 922897

REGIONAL NEWS

Northern Region Report, January 2008

We held our AGM in November 2007, and although this was very poorly attended we were fortunate to get all our committee posts filled.  The new committee met in December to look at planning for 2008, with the focus as usual being on promoting polocrosse within the region.

Kirsten Russell (soon to be Brookes) is our new Sports Development Officer, which is great, as she has agreed to produce a regular newsletter for the region!  

We had some great news last week, when Chris Haymonds rang home to say that the Household Cavalry want to try polocrosse.  They are based at Knightsbridge Barracks, and exercise the horses in Hyde Park.  We had a mad panic trying to source some PX sticks and balls, as Sleaford and Northumberland still have the North’s, but Kent stepped in to help.  As Jason and Penny are probably their nearest club, they may be able to support them in getting going.

Good work Chris!

We are gathering a list of available accredited coaches in the North and what fees they think would be fair before we send out the DVD.

PC’s will be contacted and sent the DVD offering training days and camp for a set fee.

We are to look at block booking facilities for the regions tournaments, with a hope of some discount!

The Europeans will be invited to play at the Northern tournament, and to follow with a camp in York.

The committee had concerns over young people who attend tournaments without their parents, with regards to their behaviour and horse welfare.  We are to try and improve this situation at our tournaments and anyone who does not comply with our requests will be asked to leave the grounds..

.

New venues for the future - there is to be a racecourse built in Accrington, Lancs, so we may well have a new venue to promote PX.

We are also hoping to re use Aintree Racecourse, which has recently been refurbished and Bawtry is also well on the way to finalising their refurbishment, with inbuilt showers and flushing loos!

Our next meeting will be held on 6th Feb 2008

Eastern Region Report 

· We’re trying to organise taster sessions at Norton Heath, Nr Chelmsford; dates tbc; 5 sessions to be funded by the Eastern Region

· Eastern Region AGM – date tbc [changed from original] – could this please go on website

· Ashfields to put in Bid for Nationals 2008

· Tournaments announced – Liscombe Park [June 14th/15th] & Western Phoenix [July 19th/20th, incl Test Matches]

· Investigating BBC lead

· World Cup 2011 – Suggestion that we try to book Suffolk Showground due to excellent drainage & playing surface.

Welsh Region Report January 2008

M Simkin explained the importance of Region, we have had bad “PRESS” need to rectify. We need to mirror Exec with Regional positions, see elected committee below.

1. The Welsh Region now has two sets of Polocrosse training equipment with sticks, balls and bibs, available for training session use to develop the sport. One set is with Julie Parr in the South and the other is with Mark Simkin in the North.

2. Sport Development – Julie described how the Welsh Dragons were actively working with the regional Pony Clubs to try to generate new interest but training ground costs were a problem – booking grounds when you had no confirmed participants, nor any money is ‘the chicken and egg’! The North have found that even when you get the Pony Clubs participating to then get them to progress from practices to actual tournaments is very hard even for just a day.

Once your club practices are planned try to get a firm schedule published of what is happening when and where, and get this on to pony club websites, and their schedule sheets as well as your own site. This will encourage the new and help the current members of your clubs plan – we all like to see a plan.

3. The idea of the re introduction of the Interregional Tournament, and the contribution it makes to the squad selection process was discussed. For the benefit of club members, the reasoning for this tournament together with an explanation of the various committee member roles such as chief umpire, selectors, and the grading process is to be written for circulation to the club members. Hopefully this will make things clearer to members and encourage better communication.

4. The idea and plan of looking at team combinations and gradings at the regional training on the 19th/20th April was discussed. This year the aim is to endeavour to have an A grade team made up across the Welsh clubs with those players supporting B teams. They will work on developing and playing with them at certain tournaments. Where possible we should look to making teams up for tournaments from actual clubs first and then Welsh club members if possible.

5. Committee elected

            Chair:                          Mark Simkin

            Secretary:                    Jeanette Mitchell

            Treasurer:                   Jessica Shearing

            Selectors:

                     Men:            Jessica Shearing

                     Women:       TBA

                     Under 21s:   Tom Simkin

                     Juniors:        Mark Simkin

            Chief Umpire:           Sarah Simkin

            Sports Dev:               Tony Shearing

            Regional Rep:           Mark Simkin

            Child Protection:       Caroline Shearing

            H&S:                         Sarah Simkin

            Players Reps:            Lewis Parr and Celyn member

6. Date of next meeting Sunday 22 Feb at the Rankin Club Leominster



U.K.P.A. Tournament Schedule 2008      [as at 27.1.08]

DATE
Tournament
Notes
Location
Pony Club

 MARCH               22/23/24
Northern Training

Weekend
EASTER
Bawtry

Doncaster


               29/30





APRIL      

5/6
Pendle Wildcats Training Weekend


Training-Sat

Chukkas-Sun

Young horse chukkas.

1 or 2day attendance.
Bawtry, Doncaster


Including Pony Club field

                12/13





                19/20
Welsh Training Weekend

tba
Including Pony Club field

                26/27


Kent Target Open

Training Day

26th or 27th


Rockwood Harriers

Beverley Racecourse

Contact Ali Wigglesworth

wigs@talk21.com

MAY       3/4/5
NORTHERN

TOURNAMENT
Early May Bank Holiday
Doncaster


               10/11





                17/18
KENT TARGET TOURNAMENT



Risebridge
Also -PClub

1 day Tournament – Warwickshire

           24/25/26
PENNINE

TOURNAMENT


SPRING BANK HOLIDAY
Pennine – followed by camp in York


MAY 31/

JUNE 1
WELSH DRAGONS

TOURNAMENT

Usk Showground




 JUNE

7/8





               14/15
LISCOMBE PARK TOURNAMENT
To be confirmed
tba


               21/22





28/29
ARDEN TOURNAMENT



Henley in Arden

Warwickshire


JULY       

5/6


CELYN TOURNAMENT
Junior International + C/D/E grade
North Wales




               12/13


KENT TARGET
Test Matches

UK v Aus


To include European Challenge


                19/20
WESTERN PHOENIX
Test Matches

UK  v  Aus
To include Club Tournament


                26/27
WELSH DRAGONS TOURNAMENT

Usk showground


AUGUST 

2/3


MIDLAND TOURNAMENT
PRECEDED by Midland Camp
Henley in Arden, Warwickshire


9/10


HIGHLANDERS TOURNAMENT
Preceded by Camp 

5/6/7
Northumberland


                16/17





22/23/24
UKPA

NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIPS

[Fri/Sat/Sun]


August Bank Holiday


TBC


30/31







 SEPTEMBER          

6/7
NORTHERN TOURNAMENT
Inter-Regionals??



13/14
ARDEN TOURNAMENT




20/21





[as at 27.1.08


NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE

Membership

Now is the time to dust off your chequebooks, download a membership form and grab a pen.  I realize that this is now an antiquated method so for next year we are looking into the possibility and viability of online payments.

One major change to membership fees was agreed at the AGM, along with an increase in charges, that from 2008 new junior Pony Club and new junior UKPA member’s fees would remain at £10 for 2 years. It is hoped that this will encourage Juniors to continue to play polocrosse.

Please remember that all overseas players must be resident in the UKPA by 1.6.08 and must have a testimonial.  A standard document will be available later in the year.

Looking forward to the envelopes dropping through the letterbox

Jan Jenkinson

                                                          

19.01.08 Resume ofMinutes of UKPA Executive Committee Meeting

10am, Arden Clubhouse

1.Apologies: JSmith, SShearing

   Present: DBrookes, SBrookes, JJenkinson, EJenkinson, GKing, RChapple, CShearing, KNewbrook, HMichael[Chief Umpire], MVerhagen[representing Eastern Region], WHenning, PWebb, JParr, IHeaton, MSimkin

2.Declarations of interest: none were declared

3.Minutes of previous meeting 8.12.07

4.Matters arising from the minutes

Regional Reps: Organise to meet & adopt Regional Strategy – work in progress

Nationals Committee – to be progressed when venue determine

2008 Safety Committee – EJ, CS, HM, SB[Sec]. 

Tony Shearing is progressing long-term UKPA strategic plan.

U21 Coaching Report – not received              

Junior Exchange Programme on hold for time being.

Invitation to 2009 Quadrangular series accepted

Coaching – UKPA Coaching Level 1 & 2 already approved with UKCC; JWebb, TSimkin & Lizzie Shearing are already qualified as Coach Educators.

WC2011 – Ltd Co. incorporated, EJ & JB directors.

Duchess of Cornwall Garden Party – we can nominate up to 4 people to attend; to be chosen in recognition of their work for the sport [different people each time]; BEF Member Bodies have had to agree to pay for the buffet.

Written to Tom Simkin confirming position 2008 Junior Coach

Report regarding Selection from MBrookes – circulated prior to meeting. Suggestion to form small Working Party to look at the Selection & coaching situation. 

Camel Valley Club have asked Wayne Henning to grade their players & conduct an Umpires Course – arranged for beginning of the season.

CRB self-certification forms available. 

Request to clarify/explain ‘Inter-Regionals’ – what is it for, etc? 

5.Correspondence

(i) USA invitation for ‘Presidential Team’ Sept 2008 – Advertise on website

(ii) ‘Equine Welfare Discussion Session’ – BEF Open discussion – 2 UKPA representatives to attend [CS & GK]

Re-iterated the paramount importance of Horse Welfare in all polocrosse activities.

(iii) Letter from ‘MacWet Gloves’ 

6.Treasurer’s Report

Circulated prior to meeting – no questions.

.

7.Umpiring Report

Circulated prior to meeting. Agreed Umpires Exam can be updated/amended  as deemed appropriate.

Child Protection element/info to be included in Umpires Course    

Grading – agreed criteria needs looking at; grading for domestic competition & selection for inter-nationals are different, & everyone needs to understand this.

8.Sports Development Report

Circulated prior to meeting. 

Coaching DVD - UKPA owns copyright for dvd.

UKPA Magazine – scheduled for circulation in Spring.

Website – online payment for membership to be investigated and proposal formulated. 

Regular UKPA Newsletter [circulated on-line] – Questions from members! Who is willing to produce? Is this part of SD remit?

9.Membership

‘Can Clubs refuse membership? – YES

Reminder that ALL overseas players must have testimonial from their home Association. 

New standard document for use in process of design.               

10.Coaching

Wip – tbi

11.BEF update

UKPA is now a FULL member of the BEF [previously having been Associate Member]

SB – LWO [Lead Welfare Officer] & attend BEF CP [Child Protection] Meetings representing UKPA – endorsed unanimously by those present.

JJ – to continue as UKPA CP Official – endorsed unanimously by those present.

Club Registration doc – CP Officer/Contact to be named. Agreed that if no-one is named form should be returned to be FULLY completed.

First Aid Courses – particular course is not specified at present; complete course & secure certificate from recognised body.

Job Description for ‘Club Welfare Officer’ [CWO] to be produced & circulated.

Meeting approved DB to continue to represent UKPA at BEF Meetings.

12.Regional Reports

North – circulated prior to meeting. No questions.

East – circulated prior to meeting.

Midlands – was sent! To be resent.                                         

Wales – handed to Sec.

13.Test Matches – UK v Australia 2008

Thanks to Penny Webb for all her work on accommodation for visitors.

Australians arrive 8th July.

Letter sent to KT & WP outlining requirements for Test Match games.

14.Calendar 2008

Celyn 5th/6th July -  Junior International & Lower Grades Tournament.

15.Nationals 2008

Two bids received – from Liscombe Park Polocrosse Club & Ashfields Polo & Carriage Centre – details circulated for consideration.

All questions concerning bids to be presented through the Secretary, as soon as possible. Decision to be made asap – as a matter of urgency.

16.World Cup 2011

Suggested dates      9/10     16/17     23/24    July 2011

17.Chairman’s Manifesto

Working Party – JP, EJ, MS, DB – to carry on for another meeting.

Proposed Constitution to be examined/amended/approved & presented to the Exec.

19.Date of Next Meetings

Exec Meeting              SATURDAY 23rd February     Arden Clubhouse      10am

Exec Meeting              SUNDAY 30th MARCH            Arden Clubhouse      10am

Council Meeting        SUNDAY 30th MARCH           Arden Clubhouse        1.30pm

Meeting ended 1.15pm

[followed by World Cup 2011 Open Meeting]

                                                          

UKPA EGM          Saturday 19th January 2008

                                1.45pm, Arden Clubhouse

Proposal: To ratify & formally adopt rules trialled in 2007 Polocrosse season

Present: DBrookes, MBrookes, SBrookes, EBrookes, JJenkinson, EJenkinson, JBeckerlegge, MPearce, RPearce, WHenning, MBradley, HHodgetts, Julie Parr, Jeff Parr, Mark Simkin, Marion Simkin, HMichael, IHeaton, KLampard, Mr.Newal, GKing, PWebb, RJones, SSimkin, DHarris, SKing, CShearing, GSargeant, SLodder, LShell, KRussell, BLampard, RChapple, GDench, HKelly, BBegley, JWebb, KNewbrook

Overseas Player Rule – removal of the restrictions regarding the number of overseas players permitted to play in a section & team.

                                                                                  Carried by a majority vote

Penalty Points System – to continue as trialled in 2007 season.

                                                                                   Carried by a majority vote



‘CHUKKA CHAT’
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