Polocrosse 2007 – A Wash Out – But Not Entirely!
We were all geared up for a summer of Polocrosse – what a let down, tournament after tournament being cancelled, people being flooded out, we were becoming more and more depressed.  The final blow was when Midland Camp was cancelled.  We had enjoyed it so much last year and were really looking forward to a week in Henley in Arden.

Then Annalies Richardson came to the rescue, offering her facilities at Easingwold for a training camp.  The coaches would be Rick Murray, Guy Robertson and James Davidson.  Tom Simkin was also there with the junior squads and the Australian juniors finally managed to get together after being stranded in various parts of the country.  The French, who had attended the Great Northern Tournament, were expecting to go to Midland camp so they joined us as well.

The coaches put on the best training sessions I have ever seen.  The kids were improving before our very eyes.  Not only were they learning how to play Polocrosse properly they were also being taught how to ride their ponies and use them to improve their game.
A good time was had by all, the facilities were good, the food was great and the training second to none.
Another blow came when we arrived home and learned that Midland tournament was cancelled for all but A and B grades.  This time it was the Highlanders and Crusaders who came to the rescue.  Sarah and Tim Shell kindly offered their place for training and Rick, Guy and James joined this time by Martin Brookes offered their services as coaches.
Not many people made the trek up to Northumberland – they certainly missed out – once again the kids got top class coaching.

2007 will be memorable for the depressing sight of endless rain, floods and cancelled tournaments.  But, what we will remember most is the wonderful coaching provided by some of the top names in UK Polocrosse.  We will also remember that these guys provided the coaching for next to nothing, the fees they charged could not even have covered their fuel costs to travel to the venues.

All that remains to be said is a big thank you to them all.

