Dave Brookes---Nomination for Chairman UKPA

                          My Manifesto.

When I resigned over 2 months ago I never thought or intended to be writing this manifesto. I have given an outline of my reasons for resigning in my Chairman’s report for the AGM. I will be available for further questions on the day.

Since resigning I have received many phone calls, e-mails and letters of support, finally after many conversations at the Ball I agreed to stand again, but only on the understanding that I inform the membership of my plans and thoughts for the future.

THE REST IS UP TO YOU. If you want to see me in post again you have to turn up to the AGM and vote

IT IS TIME FOR CHANGE, the Executive must change the way it operates. It must become more strategic and let the Regions, Clubs and Players get more involved in the day to day operations. I would like to expand and develop the discussions I had with Jeff Parr, Eric Jenkinson and Mark Simkin (the working group set up at the 2007 Council meeting). The Southern Hemisphere countries (South Africa, New Zealand and Australia) have adopted a board system. We can use their experience to our advantage. They still include some of the “Old Boys”. It saves them trying to re-invent the wheel. They will admit nothing is perfect but it is a starting point.

I propose to present a Revised Constitution before the next AGM.

We should build on this year’s success at the World Cup, NUMBER 2 in The World. I think the UKPA should become the driving force in Europe. I would like to see the formation of a European Association, with the UKPA taking the leading role. This will give us an opportunity to tap into European funds and also help develop our Juniors and Novice adults. We need to develop more integration and exchange of ideas.
Our Juniors are our breeding ground for the next generation of players and members. We must support them; we do not do enough for them. This must change. We must put on more events for Juniors and Developing players. We must provide support by utilising our Coaches and higher graded players, like we did in the past. We must utilise the DVD produced by Jason Webb and our connections with Pony Club.

The return of an Inter- Regional Tournament would be a good place to start.

World Cup 2011.

There has been a lot of public discussion and comment about World Cup 2011.

All I can say is that I have made no secret of wanting to bring the next Polocrosse World Cup to the UK in 2011. I made this very public at the Tri- Nations in 2003/4/5. Including speaking to the First Minister for Wales Mr Rhodri Morgan.

The right to hold the next World Cup in 2011 was given to “The UKPA” at the IPC meeting in Australia in 2007. No one else has any ownership of the event, whatever the rumours.  Australia used over 200 volunteers, there is something for everyone. My dream was to leave Polocrosse with a legacy it could use for many years to come. (A permanent home for Polocrosse). Every penny would be ploughed back into the sport.  The Exec has to decide how to move forward.

2011 is not so far away. It is very high on my priority list.

As I said earlier, the rest is up to you. You have a voice it is your Association.

You have to decide how you want to see it move forward.

This may be the most important AGM you have ever attended.

Please come and give me your support.

Dave Brookes. 

