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Your next newsletter will be with you in 6 weeks, and regularly after that, so anything of interest send to Gail King, email; gail4polox@hotmail.com

On another note

Congratulations to our U 21’s and Junior teams 

NEWS FLASH!

The Northern Tournament, scheduled for September 8th/9th at Bawtry, will be a FULL tournament, catering for ALL divisions, and not a low goal as first scheduled.

So don’t let your horses down after the Nationals, keep them in work and enjoy a tournament later in a season, where there has been little polocrosse.  

UKPA Ball.  This year it will be held at the Draycote Hotel, near Rugby, on Saturday 27th October

Please see the flyer attached


UKPA National Club Championships 2007 August 24th/25th/26th

BOOK YOUR SATURDAY EVENING MEAL

Serving starts at 7.00pm.

PRE-BOOKED & PRE-PAID TICKETS
£10.00

TICKETS ON THE DAY    £15.00

Preference will be given to tickets pre-booked and paid.

MAIN COURSE

· ROAST PORK ON THE SPIT WITH APPLE SAUCE AND CRACKLING

· QUALITY HAND MADE SAUSAGES

· HOME MADE BURGERS

VEGETERIAN OPTION
· Fresh Salmon steamed cooked in lemon & garlic

· Selection of mixed Salads to include:

· Mixed Pasta Salad

· Home made Coleslaw

· Cucumber mint, tomato & Basil

· Potato salad mixed leaf.

· Selection of Bread rolls

DESERT

· Rich Chocolate Lush Cake

· Fruit Desert with Cream

AFTERS

· Tea & Coffee

Lets have a GREAT Nationals 2007, see you all there, travel safe!


                                                          

2008 Test Matches – Tenders invited
2008 will see an Australian Open Team [4 men, 4 women] visiting 

the U.K. 

The Tour will take place during the latter half of July.

Four Test Matches will be played, 2 each on the weekends of

12th/13th July and 19th/20th July, with the grounds and facilities also required for the week leading up to the Test Matches, for horse orientation, practice, etc.

Tenders are invited from UKPA Clubs and/or Regions to host one [or both] of these events.

Your tender should include details of:

1. Venue

2. Proposed facilities during the week prior to the Test Matches (toilets, showers, catering, accommodation, etc)

3. Proposed facilities for Test Match/Tournament weekend (as above, plus photographer, spectator facilities, entertainment, PR promotion, sponsors, etc)

Please also include any other features you consider make your tender more attractive.

If you require any further information please contact UKPA Secretary.

Please address your tender to:

UKPA Executive

S.Brookes, Secretary

Grove House Farm

Main Road

Wharncliffe Side

Sheffield S35 0DQ

[01142 862869, sue_brookes@hotmail.co.uk ]

To be received by 30th SEPTEMBER 2007
[to enable decisions to be announced at the UKPA AGM]

                                                          

U.K.P.A -  Players riding whilst under the influence of alcohol

The UKPA has a very strict policy towards the consumption of alcohol during Polocrosse Tournaments, and totally condemns participation in the sport whilst under the influence of alcohol.
Anyone who is considered to be under the influence of alcohol WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO PLAY, as much for their own safety as that of others.

If, in the opinion of the Organisers, someone is obviously affected by drink, they will be offered the opportunity to leave the field of play, or take a test approved by the UKPA Executive.

We reserve the right, before play, to randomly select a given number of people for testing.

This procedure WILL be carried out, without prior warning, at, at least, one tournament this season.

Statement issued on behalf of the UKPA Executive Committee

14.07.08

1.08.07


Coaching Report from Jane Wright-Roberts UKPA Director of Coaching 14th July 2007

Karin Stockman visit June-July 2007

Karin Stockman has concluded her time in the UK and has given invaluable advice and guidance to UKPA coaches and the UKPA Coaching Committee I thank Karin most sincerely for the fantastic work she did for UKPA Coaching. We will be acting on her esteemed advice regarding the updating of the UKPA Coaching qualifications established by Max Walters and Neville Gilpin almost ten years ago.

Karin Stockman was Director of Coaching for the PAA until 3 years ago and she updated and introduced new initiatives to the PAA Coaching scheme. Karin is currently working with the New Zealand Polocrosse Association to introduce their Coaching programme.

She has supplied the UKPA Coaching Committee members with the most up to date versions of the Coaching qualifications she has been working on. We are most grateful to Karin for this huge contribution which makes our work much easier.

Whilst in the UK Karin supported (and assessed where appropriate) all those who have started their UKPA Coaching Accreditation as well as those who intend to do so. Karin furnished the UKPA Coaching Committee with written reports on all those people that she worked with during her stay here. Karin also reviewed the UKPA Coaching Committee roles and responsibilities with the members of that committee as she travelled around England and Wales in order to present the final document to the UKPA Executive Committee after her visit. (As Director of Coaching for the UKPA I felt that without her input we could not best make any judgement as to our roles in this new Committee).

Karin accompanied me to the BEF Coaching Development Action Team meeting on Monday 11th June as an observer. Of course I obtained permission for her attendance from the BEF. 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL THE FAMILIES WHO HOSTED KARIN DURING HER ROUND BRITIAN TOUR. Also to my old Volvo that made it possible for Karin to get about and see so  much of Britain as she travelled from Club to Club.

So onto UKCC matters:
All British Equestrian Federation member bodies now must apply to become approved centres of EQL Ltd. All Member bodies are now equipped to gain EQL centre approval 

The UKCC ( Polocrosse ) Levels 1-2 went live in July 2007. We await press releases from the BEF accordingly. A pilot level 2 UKCC Polocrosse course will be undertaken in the autumn of 2007.

We have been informed that any funding from the £1.5 million Sport England SE Club and Coach Development project will only be made available to UKCC qualified coaches. Any funding from the £1.5 million Sport England SE Club and Coach Development project will only be made available in England. In future the number of coaches counted in national statistics by the government will only include UKCC accredited coaches

Please do all look at the BEF website for more information about these exciting developments.


Pony Club Post – August 2007

During this summer Hannah Clack, our Polocrosse Secretary at Pony Club Headquarters, has been very busy with requests for training or stick and ball purchases from new Branches and new Riding centres. There appears to be many new youngsters trying out polocrosse and our challenge now is to keep these new Branches on board.

We have four teams from different Branches competing for the Championship trophy this year. These teams consist of three Senior and three Junior members from the same Branch – quite a challenge to get them on the correct size pony for the correct age youngster! Congratulations to the Flint & Denbigh, North Warwickshire Hunt, Rockwood Harriers and York and Ainsty South for managing this. Alongside this several Branches are sending separate Open, Junior or Mini sections to compete as well.

This year the Championships (19/20th August) are fully incorporated into the main Pony Club Championships at a new venue – Shelford, near Nottingham. It is a new style Championships – ‘The Festival of the Horse’ with additional classes of Intermediate Competition to encourage more members to attend.

There is a large camping village, evening entertainment on all four nights and polocrosse will be played alongside the other disciplines – a huge opportunity to showcase the game. Dave Brookes is Polocrosse Championship Organiser and the Committee are greatly indebted to him for taking on this role. His support for the younger members is enormous – thank you Dave.

Thank you also to the UKPA Clubs that have run Pony Club fields during their own tournaments (when it hasn’t rained!). This is a definite bonus for the sport and I would encourage you all to consider this for the future.

Ursula Scott

Pony Club Polocrosse Chairman

MIDDLETON PONY CLUB

After a lot of persuasion Middleton Pony Club agreed to a Polocrosse demo at

their camp.  Unfortunately, not many people were available to take part but

Guy Robertson, James Davidson and James Stansfield travelled up to the North

York Moors to put on a show.

Guy did a great job, partnered by Lauren Lee, showing off some of the

horsemanship skills needed to become an international player.  There were

many oohs and aahs as the three players put on a bit of an exhibition. Guy,

with James Davidson's help, managed to replicate the picture on the front of

the annual magazine which caused the crowd of Pony Club kids and parents to

cheer with delight.

It was a great evening's entertainment and left the camping buzzing - lets

hope Polocrosse will now make a breakthrough in North Yorkshire.


The Great Northern Tournament

Ohhhh how it is raining , do we cancel or do we go ahead?  Had no polocrosse lately with other tournaments cancelled, everyone fed up .... Please don’t cancel…

All organised, dotted every ‘i’ and crossed every ‘t’, lots of people entered, order of play done, all teams have 3 games, no one umpiring close to their game….magic!

… After organising the Nationals last year this was going to be a piece of cake! 

Or so we thought.

PROBLEM - Arrived on the grounds on Thursday, to find the venue manager telling us we had restricted camping, due to the weather, required grazing and new building work, we had to camp all over, so much for our site plan!  Some areas we could not camp on at all.  This meant that instead of having two camping paddock we also had to use the other side of the gallops.  Water bowser now organised!

Under 21’s who arrived early, had to move camp Mmmmm!  

PROBLEM – As we were going to be camped so spaced out, did we have enough toilets?  No I don’t think so…fortunately we were able to book extra …more expense.

Was the risk assessment adequate?…. yes…. and with the use of the gallops for any emergency, Sorted.

Friday, the road signs were put out, then back to camp, when I encountered the intrepid racehorse trainer!

PROBLEM – A man who thinks his horses are different to others, and are highly strung animals that may freak out when they see the blue toilets!

As more toilets had arrived, just when I didn’t want them to…the trainer then informed me we would have to wait for 4 hours before we could place them…toilet delivery man saying ‘I don’t think so’…….WUPS

As the delivery man was far taller than the trainer………..problem SOLVED!

Friday also saw the Europeans arriving from Holland, Norway, Germany and France, amongst them a young lady called Megan from Australia.

All credit to the French who drove from France with eleven horses, and then up from the South, through all the bad weather.  They arrived just before midnight.  They were amazing

PROBLEM – Friday night…rain, rain and more rain, constant telephone calls asking if we were going ahead…the Europeans were camping and tents were leaking, they were cold and wet, so they joined us in our box…our other box (which we desperately need to sell to make my bank manager happy) the Australians were using….

Tea, coffee, wine, they went away smiling, and warmer…some came back and slept in the back of our box, amongst the horse feed, but they didn’t care they were warm and dry, Sorted.

Saturday arrived, up very early and really pleased to see the rain had stopped…dare we hope?

PROBLEM – where were the pitches?  A full day had been spent marking them out, but with the torrential rain on Friday night, it had washed all the lines away! Quickly, get the crew up…re mark the pitches…oh not enough paint left…need to go to B&Q …no one had a vehicle available….Sorted.

PROBLEM – it was evident that some players had not made it through the floods, the order of play had to be binned.  Which clubs had made it?…which players?  Quick meeting to declare who was playing

Within the hour a new order of play had been produced, and an Umpires list….…. well, Sue did have her magic wand with her!  All the players at the briefing were happy to have reduced games due to the weather.

PROBLEM – the person who was providing the gazebos for the Secretary’s tent and for the Pimms tent was caught in the floods …no where to be seen, okay we’ll do without, not a problem 

PROBLEM – the food for the party was stranded on the M5 lake…would it arrive? The decorations for the celebration were also stranded….Oh no, what else can go wrong?  

We were soon to find out

PROBLEM – the paramedics arrived in an ambulance but were unable to access the fields as it was not a 4x4, loaned them mine vehicle….Sorted

As we were so stretched out over the site the PA system was difficult to hear for some players…

I did try shouting, which normally works with the kids, but even my voice couldn’t reach!

Play started and polocrosse was seen for the first time in ages!  

The Australian Juniors were at last getting a game.

The fields held up well and everyone was happy.

Unfortunately there were two casualties, neither were due to the field conditions…both had to be checked at hospital…one was potted!  Much to Claudias’ disgust!

PROBLEM – we couldn’t erect the marquee for the World Cup party as the paddock was too wet….so we managed to obtain permission to use the barn, great…Even better.

The party went well, and off I went to bed………..

I was woken up at 1.50 am, when we had a horse fatality.  Our thoughts go to the Peaker family.

Back to bed…couldn’t sleep and up at 6 am..

Sunday went well and we even had sunshine!  Good old English weather.  Ambulance could now get on the fields so I got my car back.  Very impressed with the paramedic company as we had ordered 2 paramedics and in fact got 2 Doctors and one paramedic, not many tournaments can boast that!

PROBLEM – Players who could not get their horses to the tournament were asking for their money back, now that’s a difficult one.  It was decided to wait until all the finances were finalised and if we had covered our overheads then we would certainly consider it….

PROBLEM – One of the Australian U21’s was kicked whilst walking his horse, off to hospital for stitches…ambulance came for him, but could not transport him…had to wait for another ambulance………..sorted

The end of play came with such relief…home was beckoning

PROBLEM – The tractor driver who was on standby to pull of any stranded vehicles did not respond to his phone, or any of the 20 messages that I left…. An agricultural contractor was called, who would pay for it we were asked?….. the tournament of course.

John Rowley was a star with his Land rover, cheers John

As all tournament organisers do…lets make sure the site is okay before we leave……most had cleared up…then I saw the mess that some players had left……why do they think it is right to leave all their mess for someone else to clear up?  Bottles, broken electric fencing, bottle tops, empty feedbags, muck, an empty keg of beer…the list just goes on!

Not only had they left all this rubbish, but also they had tried to hide most of it under several piles  of horse muck!

Eventually I left for home……so tired…..

Our tournament was held under very difficult circumstances, which were all beyond our control, and although the odds were stacked against, I thought we had done well.

Well, not quite, according to some.

An email was sent around various people before it finally landed in my inbox

>"I do not want to be treated like a 2nd class citizen & ignored because of the test series & just treated as a means of filling out & financing the weekend 

> 

>If we are going to be in a PROPER tournament of our own with at least 3 games over the weekend then i want to play 

> 

>Sorry to be stroppy about it - but i think the 

way our club/C team were treated last weekend in favour of "international" was ridiculous -  we all pay & want to enjoy playing the game just as much as them - they are just better but otherwise enjoying a "hobby" just like us !!!!!!" 

> 

It really saddened me to read this, and after all our hard work.  I just wish they had come and spoken to us about it at the time.

So tell me why do we keep organising tournaments…Pleasure?…don’t think I got any…Money, haven’t any of that either…..Watching your kids play….nope mine didn’t play…so Why?

Then I read an email from Arden;

‘Donny Weekend’

Thanks for the weekend.  Year after year you guys go through the pain of organising these tournaments and endure the same agro.  Just wanted to say thank you so much for everything you did over the weekend, the World Cup party and the pictures were such a nice touch.  We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves having had the most difficult of starts to the weekend with the floods down here.  Someone needs to write a book of endurance and use you guys as the core subject.  Anyway many thanks from all at Arden, and we look forward to seeing you all this weekend.

Jason Burbidge

Thanks Jason you restored my faith in polocrosse!

Thanks to the Highlanders, Pennine and Kent who loaned horses so the Europeans could participate, and for your hospitality to those players.

You didn’t let us down.  You were stars!

My new saying is  ‘Those who do the least moan the most’!


Polocrosse 2007 – A Wash Out – But Not Entirely!

We were all geared up for a summer of Polocrosse – what a let down, tournament after tournament being cancelled, people being flooded out, we were becoming more and more depressed.  The final blow was when Midland Camp was cancelled.  We had enjoyed it so much last year and were really looking forward to a week in Henley in Arden.

Then Annalies Richardson came to the rescue, offering her facilities at Easingwold for a training camp.  The coaches would be Rick Murray, Guy Robertson and James Davidson.  Tom Simkin was also there with the junior squads and the Australian juniors finally managed to get together after being stranded in various parts of the country.  The French, who had attended the Great Northern Tournament, were expecting to go to Midland camp so they joined us as well.

The coaches put on the best training sessions I have ever seen.  The kids were improving before our very eyes.  Not only were they learning how to play Polocrosse properly they were also being taught how to ride their ponies and use them to improve their game.

A good time was had by all, the facilities were good, the food was great and the training second to none.

Another blow came when we arrived home and learned that Midland tournament was cancelled for all but A and B grades.  This time it was the Highlanders and Crusaders who came to the rescue.  Sarah and Tom Shell kindly offered their place for training and Rick, Guy and James joined this time by Martin Brookes offered their services as coaches.

Not many people made the trek up to Northumberland – they certainly missed out – once again the kids got top class coaching.

2007 will be memorable for allsorts of reasons.  But, what we will remember most, is the wonderful coaching provided by some of the top names in UK Polocrosse.  We will also remember that these guys provided the coaching for next to nothing, the fees they charged could not even have covered their fuel costs to travel to the venues.

All that remains to be said is a big thank you to them all.


A week on tour.
One could be forgiven for thinking that when organising an inbound tour for July we could expect a degree of good weather.  How wrong one can be !!  Having arrived last Monday we are now one week into the Queensland Under 21 tour.  Half the country is under flood, the rest is cold and wet and plans change by the hour…

For the first couple of days they had the chance to have a look around Manchester, visit York and get over their jet lag taking things easy.  If they thought they had baggage problems coming over wait till they go back the amount of shopping that took place at the Designer Centre.

Arriving at Doncaster on Thursday it was still touch and go as to whether they would get to play any Polocrosse.  Setting up camp, pooling the horses, getting everything in place wasn’t too bad as for once we had a day without rain.  Perhaps they had brought some good weather with them ??

Friday showed they hadn’t and as the day went on the reports started coming in of the carnage in the South and Midlands.  It hit Doncaster about 4 pm that afternoon and I have to admire Dave Brookes eternal optimism…’Its brightening up’ to be faced with the next deluge, he even tried to get a fire going ??

We got up early Saturday and it was still raining.  Polocrosse people are a hardy breed and despite the problems many had still battled through to get the opportunity to play some Polocrosse as lorries began arriving, many getting stuck getting onto the fields at the far side.

The Northern Committee are a determined lot and nothing was going to phase them.  Despite all the rain the pitches were playable, the games would go ahead.  Teams were thrown together, Sue Brookes hastily re vamped the orders of play and then suddenly there was a rare sight this year, Polocrosse being played in the UK.

2.30pm and the UK and Queensland  teams entered the pitch looking immaculately turned out.  A few formalities, the National Anthems and the test matches were on.  

Our Girls came out storming and put us into a 6-0 lead, 8-3 in front after two chukkas and things were going well.  Even better when the girls went on to a repeat 6-0 score in the third.  15-6 in front after four and we were feeling pretty confident.  18-10 at the end of the fifth, surely the Queenslanders couldn’t score eight goals ?  No need to worry as our lads went on winning the sixth 3-2 for an overall 21-12 score line.  Made up… Doesn’t even begin to describe the feeling.

Again all credit to the Northern Committee for putting on food and entertainment despite not being able to erect the marquee on the Saturday night.

A tragic incident in the early hours of Sunday morning resulted in the loss of one of our pool horses.  Our thoughts are with the Peaker family as they come to terms with it.  Would this put the dampers on things or could we stay focussed.  Was it too much to expect ?

Sunday lunch time and start to get the right mindset.  2.30 Sunday afternoon and again the teams took to the field.  Parents and helpers had worked frantically to wash bandages etc to keep them looking smart.  2-2 in the first chukka, 3-3 in the second and scores were level at 5-5.  Had we lost focus or could we get it back.  4-0 in the third and things started to look up.  1-1 in the 4th and our lads were holding their own, having most of the ball but not converting it to goals.  4-1 in the 5th and at 14-7 it was looking good but nothing guaranteed.  Icing on the cake as the lads stormed the 6th winning 4-1 with James Davidson nailing absolutely everything out the back.  Final score line 18-8.

2-0 up in test series and we were cock a hoop.

No Midland Camp and our visitors have gone North for a few days sightseeing before we gather on Thursday down in the Midlands to prepare for the next round of games over the weekend.

If you missed the games this weekend you missed a good spectacle.  Make sure you don’t miss out next time.  Be there to support and see our young players make a bit of history by winning their first ever test series.  See you there !!! 


24.06.07 Resume of Minutes of UKPA Executive Committee Meeting
1.Present: DBrookes, JBeckerlegge, SBrookes, GKing, NPearce, CShearing, JParr, MBrookes, JSmith, JWright-Roberts, JNickless, EJenkinson, JJenkinson

2.Minutes of Meeting of 13.05.07 Approved as a true record.

At this point, a request was received to deal with Item 6- Coaching Matters, and the Chairman requested Eric Jenkinson [UKPA Vice Chairman] takes the Chair.

6.Coaching matters
Finances – lengthy discussion regarding understandings/misunderstandings regarding the flow of monies within Coaching . The Chair emphasised the need for clarity and full understanding of the arrangements for the funding of coaching by the Exec, so that it could answer any queries from the membership, and requests a full audit.

JWright-Roberts has received no money via Coaching.

To be included in next UKPA Newsletter:                            

· this was a very positive course

· declaration/explanation, of course finances

· thanks to all those concerned in running courses.

There is a  need to separate UKPA business from our own interests, and beware of perceived conflict of interest .

 Anything that might appear to involve any conflict of interest should be declared.
Suggested there should be a ‘Conflict of Interest’ item on the Agenda for EVERY Exec Meeting.

Letter from Chairman to J Wright-Roberts, regarding concerns on the progression of Coaching matters discussed.

After every Exec Meeting - Minutes are distributed, with ‘Actions’ highlighted; there is not the time to call everybody with reminders.

Lengthy discussions ensued regarding  Coaching Committee Terms of Reference [not yet agreed] and Karin Stockman’s visit

AGREED BY THE MEETING – No more Terms of Reference for the Coaching Committee are issued until they have been agreed by the Exec.
In summarising this part of the discussion the Chair concluded that the Coaching system isn’t working because it is too big and ill-defined. The management of our Coaching needs addressing; it is too big a responsibility for one person. What we are doing isn’t working and this needs addressing. We need to decide how to handle this in the future.

EJenkinson will take the initiative on a review of Coaching management for next season with a view to putting a simplified and more robust process in place.

JP – e-mails to&fro do not work; has confidence in Jane to continue in post; also Chairman has his full confidence.

JS – need to give list of expectations and action points.

What should Karin be doing?   Supporting and assessing existing Coaches.

The Chair drew discussion of this item to a close with the conclusion that a number of lessons could be learned from the current coaching visit and that these would be considered as part of the review mentioned above to inform the handling of any future visits.

Junior Elite Training -Report from Pendle Wildcats circulated.

Response from JW-R to this report requested, before next Exec Meeting. 

.NSW Junior Tour Itinerary – Not received from JW-R. Requested and received from Mark Simkin. 

On completion of Item 6, DBrookes retakes Chair.

3.Matters arising
Junior Squad female assistant coach -Contact MSimkin regarding appointing another female.                           

Health Check documentation – for Tours/Squads

IPC constitution – changes being made to clause 13; once that is in place, the constitution will be put onto website [this includes terms of membership].

World Cup 2011 update

Limited Company being formed, etc. 
Include ‘to be run under IPC rules’ in documentation.

UKPA Chairman [whoever that may be] to be the link between the Ltd Company and the UKPA Exec.

Proposal - to form a limited company [no more than one family member/partner to be on board], sign an irrevocable guarantee [to be signed by UKPA Chairman, Executive Officer and a Trustee] and provide initial finance.

Unanimously supported.

WA Exchange update- Report on Edwina’s itinerary

UK candidate to go to WA in 2008; draft letter produced; to give closing date so that successful candidate can be announced at Nationals 2007.

Also, add into letter that Australian Nationals take place in Perth, in October 2008; and that the trip is self-funded.

4.World Cup 2007
Comprehensive report from Manager and balance sheet distributed prior to meeting.

Accept report and balance sheet – accepted.

Document now received from Australia giving details on economic impact of the World Cup on Warwickshire. 

Celebration Party  - Northern Tournament 21/22 July [£6 per head; players inc in entry fee]; presentation of medals to Under 21s to be included.

5.Tournament issues
Hat tags 2007 – lots of players without current hat tag; issue directive that anyone without 2007 hat tag must leave field until tagged, and the game will proceed without them.                                                                                                          

Also, ensure hats are worn when mounted, and correct footwear [no trainers, wellies]

Tournament Organisers need to take responsibility for issues at their tournaments, and deal with issues instantly.

Loose dogs – suggest keeping some string on field tables; owners of loose dogs should be ‘invited’ to leave site.
Alcohol issues – Chief Umpire does not want Umpires to have the responsibility of making decisions as regards alcohol issues at tournament.

Australian Sports Council have legal right to access any sporting event, as they give finances.

USA – ban for 1 year at first offence; then lifetime ban.

After much discussion, concerning randomness and fairness of any method of testing, the following wording was agreed, to form the basis of statement to be issued to membership:

“We reserve the right, before play, to randomly select a given number of people for testing. If, in the opinion of the Organisers, someone is obviously affected by drink, they will be offered the opportunity to leave the field of play or take a test.”

“We WILL do this at 1 Tournament, at least, this season.”
Stressed - this is being done in the interests of safety.

This statement has subsequently been suggested by a UKPA Club

“Players riding whilst under the influence of alcohol.

Please make sure that your club members understand that anyone who is considered to be under the influence of alcohol will not be allowed to play, as much for their own safety as that of others. The alcohol restrictions will be as per the current drink-drive legislation and a means for testing players will be used over the weekend.”

Concern also expressed regarding rumours of ‘drink spiking’ – PLAYERS PLEASE BE AWARE..

Unsporting behaviour
This encompasses all issues, on and off the field.

Lengthy discussions regarding – strong enforcement of umpiring decisions, support for umpires, horse welfare issues, behaviour of spectators, apparent leniency when umpiring bearing in mind Penalty Points system.

Suggestion, which has come from some of A Division Captains, ‘Get captains together, prior to each tournament, and explain concerns, especially regarding the treatment of horses’,

Any behaviour we consider consistently unacceptable MUST be dealt with in the same way [not ‘personalised’].

7.Working Party Report – UKPA future structure
Held over to next meeting.

8.Umpiring Report

Report received from Chief Umpire prior to meeting.

Re-iterate to Tournament Organisers – “DO NOT accept entries from teams without appropriate Umpires.”

Players grades updated/changed at Grading Meeting at Western Phoenix.

Change in procedure for grading meetings in the future – will hold meeting with just the Regional Umpires, who will be asked to attend with a list of suggested grade changes AND reasons for changes.

NEXT GRADING MEETING – Saturday evening of Midland Tournament [prior to final entries for Nationals]

Penalty Points System – ban to be kept at 4 weeks.

Any accumulation of points is cleared at the end of the season.

When a player reaches 5 penalty points, Chief Umpire telephones and writes to player bringing his/her attention to this.

9.Membership
Membership update received prior to the meeting.

Membership Sec gave brief update, and any matters arising.

Testimonials – suggested we issue guidelines to clubs as to what information is required [playing grade, umpiring grade, coaching level, of good standing, etc].

Direct Debit system of paying membership suggested.

10.Sports Development
Report received prior to meeting.

Peter Cross to be thanked for all his hard work on the website.             

Regional Reps to follow-up information on map received, showing Pony Club branches interested in playing polocrosse.

BEF – Regions have money for equipment.

. Propose we reduce the amount of regional money given each year, to £250 per region per year [£800 at present], and the balance be re-directed to SD Fund. This fund would be available to the SD Committee for projects developed by themselves or to bids for sports development projects received from member clubs direct. Believes this will ensure better value for money in the efforts to increase the number of players in the sport.

Treasurer will conduct an audit of all Regions.

DVD update – progress report received.

Chairman proposes getting DVD completed, with increased costs involved, as soon as possible.

Treasurer to request each Region to contribute.

Copy of Australian promotional DVD received by Secretary, passed on to JSmith.

Demos – Sandhurst demo in June.Photographs to be put onto website.                                                 

More players required for demo 12.30 on 7th July [Essex, near Ashfields]

Also commentator required. [Hello magazine to be there!]

11.Coaching
Possible position of Deputy Director of Coaching discussed.

All Exec positions come up for election every 2 years.

 Job specification to be written, including bullet points for consideration, to be presented to all Exec.                                                                                         

Suggestion made that one of the Coaching Committee could fulfil this role, in particular going to meetings.

Note – attendance at BEF meetings should be included in all job specs.

Insurance for Overseas Coaches – document presented prior to meeting.

Only in last 2 years have we been able to get NFU to include coaches in our 3rd Party Liability Insurance.We have no ‘Professional’ Coaches so Professional Indemnity Insurance is not available to us.

Individuals should be encouraged to take out their own personal insurance.

For NFU to provide extended cover, they would need to get enough business to make it worthwhile..

Overseas coaches should get cover from their own country.

Increase Insurance statement in Year Book [to inc that is only applies in the UK] 
13.Ball 2007
Consensus of opinion is there should be a Ball; black tie; accommodation on site; sooner rather than later after end of season.

Suggestion of venue at Draycot, near Rugby. Progress.                     

14.A.O.B.
DB – 2008 Australian Mixed Team inbound; JULY [approx six weeks before Nationals]

-  tender for venues to hold Test Matches be sent out to Clubs       

      - South Africa have enquired about sending U14,/ U16/ U19 Tour to SA in 2008 [Ireland and USA are going]; looking at Quadrangular series.

 Progress report to be requested from Sponsorship Executive                        

Sports Development library of photographs – Caroline Kelly has CDs.

Meeting ended at 4.30pm


Western Australia Exchange

Edwina Ingham arrived from WA early June.  Hosted and horsed by Welsh Dragons on her first tournament in the UK, then onto the highlanders.  Sightseeing around Chatsworth house was on the agenda before she played in the A division at Western Phoenix, horsed by the highlanders.  Next off with the Marshs’ to do the touristy thing in Cambridge and London.

Edwina will be playing at the Southview tournament, at Sleaford, before she goes off to Arden, where she will be hosted and horsed for their tournament –sure she will see Statford!

Then heading up North to the home of the infamous ‘Party Animal’, the Shell family (Highlanders), and the Crusaders hospitality.  No doubt Edwina will have the opportunity to see the Northumbrian coastline, Edinburgh and many of the castles that are around this beautiful part of the country before she plays at the Great Northern Tournament.

Unfortunately home and exams beckon, so it’s off back to WA.

2008 – the UKPAs return candidates invite to visit WA.   Ask Gini Katiri how much she enjoyed her stay!  Whilst there the Australian Nationals will be in Perth in October 2008!

Watch out for the invite to be the UKPA representative in 2008……….COMING SOON.


CLASSIFIED


Polocrosse Equipment

Large size ‘New Derby’ polocrosse hat for sale.

Almost new (only worn a few times whilst learning to ride, never been played) with all padding and including peak and face guard.

Australian/New Zealand standard 3838.  £45

Please contact Julian Smith, 07979 530191

Horse Boxes/Trailers

IVECO Horse box.  Non HGV, travels up to 4 horses.  Living includes Luton, toilet, cooker etc. 8 months tax and  MOT.  Runs well.

Please contact Greg Burnet (m) 07894413984

Man 8 153 Non HGV. N reg, 12months MOT, 6 months tax, 3 horse+ living+ electric ramp.  Excellent runner, ring Jane Davidson (m) 07799717874

Horses

GUY ROBERTSON

Keelham Farm, Keelham Lane, Todmorden, Lancashire OL14 8RX

(m) 07760 399943

(h) 01706 814041

(E-mail) guyrobuk@yahoo.co.uk

Dotty –  £4500

11yo 15hh1 Buckskin QH Mare – Played Juniors  to A-Grade very talented and still capable of playing at the highest level – Trained by Shane Borland. 

Kiwi - £2200

17 yo Chestnut Gelding - Ex High Goal – Argentine Bred. Played Polocrosse since 6 yo from A grade to juniors. Suit Junior or Adult Novice

Young Horses

Marne - £7K

15hh Bay 5yo TB. Super  talented athletic  young horse suit competent  aspiring/A grader. Very exciting prospect. Playing. Full first Polocrosse tournaments this year. 

Prestige - £4K

14hh 2 Chestnut 5 yo Home bred QHxTB by Sons Royal Chic (Lone Star Stud) out of James Robertson’s good Polocrosse mare Lomond Fairy (Sorrell). Suit  Junior or Adult Novice to B Grade 

Chevvy – £3.5K

By Sons Royal Chic out of Geronimo Polly (see above). Broken and Started by Brian Davidge last year.  Good future prospect for someone looking for a young horse project. Well mannered and lovely temperament. Played at Highlanders tournament in 2006. Full Brother to Dodge. 

Dodge - £3.5K

Broken and started by Brian Davidge. By sons Royal Chic out of Geronimo Polly (see above) Good future prospect for someone looking for a young horse project. Well mannered and lovely temperament  full brother to Chevvy.

Available for Import

Midway Shaye – £POA

NZ Bred – 4 yo Palomino – 14.3hh Grandson of Docs Colonel Lee. Ready to import for 2008 season. Exciting prospect. Suit anyone from junior to A grade. Trained by Greg Gloyn.
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Midway Shaye, Taupo, New Zealand 2006

Angelina Lee – £POA

NZ Bred – 5yo – Bay mare – 15hh2 Full sister to Lauren Lee (2006 Best Horse, 2006 Nationals Best Mare) Outstanding prospect. Stick and balled and ready to import for 2008.Top Class Filly. 

Trained by Greg Gloyn. 
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Midway Santa - £POA
15hh 6yo Chestnut gelding  Flashy Gelding by Tyson Lee (ridden by Hannah Watkins) Grandson of Docs Colonel Lee. Played one season New Zealand Polocrosse. Trained by Greg Gloyn. 

Midway Luger - £POA

15hh 7yo Bay NZ Bred Gelding – By Brandon Lee (Full Sister Lauren Lee 2006 Best Horse, 2006 Nationals Best Mare), Half Brother to G.T.O. Exceptional Horse 7 yo – 2 x NZ tournament best horse. 15hh Trained by Greg Gloyn.

IF YOU DON’T SEE ANYTHING THAT SUITS, AND YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A HORSE, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME DIRECTLY AND LET ME KNOW WHAT IT IS YOU ARE LOOKING FOR. ALTERNATIVELY IF YOU HAVE A HORSE FOR SALE PLEASE LET ME KNOW. AS I MAY BE ABLE TO PLACE IT.


Jason Webb has the following horses for sale;

3 x A/B grade horese

1 x C/Junior horse (possible loan)

1 x 4yo, 1 x 3yo both started by Jason and playing now.

Yearlings / 1yo / 2yo by Australian Stock horse stallion out of TB and TB/QH mares.

FOR SALE AT END OF SEASON

15hh black 6yo ASH mare, imported from Australia this season.  Won ‘Best Pony’ at Kent in her first tournament and will be played by Jason all season.  Top class, tough and sound.  A fantastic opportunity for someone.

Please visit www.australianstockhorses.co.uk for more details.  Photos will be added shortly, or call Jason on 07749914267


‘CHUKKA CHAT’
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